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A New Day? 

Organizing to Change US Policy on Israel and Palestine
A Half Day Conference    

      November 14, 2015  @ 1:00 – 4:30pm
Confirmed Speakers
Rami Khouri: A Palestinian-Jordanian and U.S. citizen, he is director of the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at American University of Beirut and Senior Fellow at Harvard Ken​nedy School’s Middle East Initiative.  Khouri writes an internationally syndicated col​umn and is editor at large of the Beirut-based Daily Star.
MJ Rosenberg: After thirty-five years on Capitol Hill and at the State Department and four years at AIPAC, Rosenberg has become a champion of Israeli-Palestinian peace and a vocal opponent of the right-wing “pro-Israel” lobby. He writes for The Nation, Washington Spectator, and weekly for the Huffington Post.  He blogs at mjrosenberg.net
Nadia Ben-Youssef: As the first USA Representative for Adalah – The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, Ben-Youssef spent four years in southern Israel leading Adalah’s international advocacy for Palestinian Bedouins.  She is now developing Adalah’s strategy to reshape American discourse, policy and practice towards a human-rights-based approach in Israel/Palestine. She earned a BA in Sociology from Princeton and a J.D. from Boston College Law School.
The conference will bring together activists from local organizations and movements to ask:
· What is the current state of US politics and policy regarding Israel-Palestine?
· What new opportunities arise from the growing partisan divide on the issue?
· What lessons, if any, are there from the struggle against South African Apartheid?
· How can we organize more consistently and effectively to pressure our elected representatives?
The conference as a whole will assess Senators Warren and Markey.  Small workshops based on Congressional districts will be chaired by leaders who will outline advocacy experience so far and the member’s voting record.  The conference will establish the organizational basis and mechanisms for more effective work with our Members of Congress.
We invite area groups, activists and all those interested in Palestine/Israel/Peace issues to help us improve the  organization of our efforts to challenge US government policy.  In addition to other important campaigns--such as direct solidarity, BDS and public education--we need a simultaneous campaign to contest reigning US government policies, which enable Israeli occupation, oppression and military aggression.
Sponsored by the Palestine/Israel Working Group of Massachusetts Peace Action and Jewish Voice for Peace – Boston, additional co-sponsorship welcome.
Location: TBD (in the Boston-Cambridge area)

Visit masspeaceaction.org/events for further information or call 617-354-2169












